Brachycorythis (Lindl.) Summerh. of the family Orchidaceae is reported here as a new angiospermic record for Bangladesh flora.
Brachycorythis obcordata (Lindl.) Summerh. in Kew Bull. 10 (2) 243. (1955) . Platanthera obcordata Lindl., Gen. Sp. Orchid. Pl: 290 (1835) ; Orchis obcordata sensu Buchanan-Hamilton ex D. Don, Prodr. Fl. Nepal; 23 (1825) (Fig. 1) .
Plant terrestrial, 5-24 cm tall; tuber globose to cylindric, c 1× 0.5 cm. Stem with bladeless sheaths at base, glandular-pubescent, 5.5 -14 cm long; basal sheaths 2 or 3, overlapping, tubular, 1 -2 cm long. Leaves many, distant along stem, oblong-lanceolate, elliptic-lanceolate, subacute to obtuse, sessile and sheathing at base, 2.5-5 × 1-1.8 cm; sheath tubular, 1-1.5 cm long. Inflore-scence sub densely few to many flowered; rachis minutely glandular, pubescent, 3 -9 cm long; bracts oblong-ovate to lanceolate, becoming smaller up the rachis, 0.9-2.6 × 0.3-0.5 cm. Flowers c 1.2 cm across, uniformly pink to pale purple; pedicel and ovary fusiform, curved, puberulous, 0.8-1 cm long. Dorsal sepal erect, ovate-lanceolate, 1-veined, 4-6 × 1.5 mm; lateral sepals ovate-lanceolate, acuminate, falcate, spreading, 1-veined, 5-7 × 1-1.5 mm. Petals ovate-lanceolate, weakly falcate, hooded with the dorsal sepal, 1-veined, 4-5 × 1.8 mm. Lip simple to obscurely 3-lobed, spurred, broadly trinagular to broadly obcordate, mucronate, surface papillose, 7-9 × 6-7 mm; spur short, conical, c 3 mm long, mouth wide. Column 1.5-2 mm tall; staminodes distinct, curved.
Flowering time: June to August.
Ecology: It grows on the moist slopes, along the hill foot and also found to grow on shady place in the jungle or in the wet ever green part of the forests, 610 and 1524 m altitude. World wide distribution: India, Bhutan and Myanmar (Pearce and Cribb, 2002) . Note: This species is closely related with B. helferi (Richb. f.) Schunerh. from which it differs in having smaller stature, sub-acute to obtuse leaves, smaller flowers (0.7 -1.2 cm across) and larger (4 -6 mm long) ovate-lanceolate sepals.
